
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 
Mounts Bay Academy Secures Major Investment for New State-of-the-Art 3G Pitch 

 
Mounts Bay Academy is delighted to announce that, following the successful securing of significant 
funding from the Premier League, The FA and the Government’s, Football Foundation, our existing 3G 
pitch will be completely redeveloped into a new, cutting-edge multi-sport facility, scheduled for 
installation in 2026. 
 
Thanks to this significant new investment, and the rigorous due diligence required under The Football 
Foundation 3G framework, we will once again have a state-of-the-art 3G pitch and, crucially, one that is 
no longer prone to flooding. The 3G pitch has transformed lives, driven participation and opened the 
door to inclusive football development for so many people. This redevelopment marks an exciting new 
chapter, ensuring these opportunities not only continue, but grow even further for future generations. 
 
This major investment — worth up to £793,188, including £543,188 from the Football Foundation, will 
transform sporting opportunities for students, clubs and the wider community across the Penzance and 
Mounts Bay area. The pitch will now be fully redeveloped into a modern, well-designed facility that will act 
as a mainstream provider for local schools, community clubs and FA development pathways, supporting 
men’s and boys’, women’s and girls’, and disability football. These are truly exciting times for football 
development at Mounts Bay and for the continued growth of local clubs. 
 
Behind the scenes, Kevin Lawrence and Neil Eddy have been working tirelessly alongside Cornwall FA and 
the Football Foundation over the past two year’s to build a compelling and highly detailed funding 
application. This work has resulted in one of the very rare approvals for reinvestment in a facility that had 
already previously received support from the Football Foundation. 
 
This achievement reflects over 15 years of outstanding community hire, the success of the Mounts Bay 
Football Development Centre, and the strength of our local partnerships and clubs, which together made 
a powerful case for reinvestment in a disadvantaged area. 
 
Neil Eddy, Director of Communities: 
 
“This is amazing news for MBA and our community to have such significant investment coming to the 
Penzance area. A huge thank you to our team, the Football Foundation and Cornwall FA for getting this 
project confirmed. This has been a significant amount of work and I am incredibly excited to see the 
finished facility and see the impact across the community supporting sport, activity, and healthy 
lifestyles.” 
 
What the new facility will include: 

•🏟  A new playing surface with line markings for 5v5, 7v7, 9v9 and 11v11 football 

•👥  Designated spectator hard-standing areas in line with the FA Respect campaign 

•⚽  Brand new professional-standard goals 

•💡  High-performance floodlighting 

•📦  Secure goal storage areas 

•🏉  A World Rugby-compliant shock pad, allowing the pitch to host contact rugby 
 
The new surface will also resolve long-standing drainage and flooding issues, creating a reliable all 
weather facility that maximises participation, performance and enjoyment. 
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Kevin Lawrence, Lettings & Football Development Manager: 
 
“My team and I are immensely proud to have led the development of the 3G pitch over the past 14 years 
and to have seen first-hand the incredible impact it has had. From MBA teams winning County and 
Regional titles and reaching national finals, to players progressing to represent their district, county and 
even their country — and many going on to sign professional contracts. Given our geographical 
challenges, these opportunities simply would not have been possible without a 3G facility. The pitch has 
been at the heart of countless success stories.” 
 
This investment will: 

	 • Enhance sporting opportunities for MBA students 
	 • Support the continued growth of the Mounts Bay Football Development Centre 
	 • Expand football and sport across the wider community 
	 • Strengthen existing and new partnerships 
	 • Create long-term impact for young people across the area 
 
The impact of this project will be felt for generations, improving access to sport, health and opportunity 
across our community and school. If your club or organisation would like to discuss future use of the new 
facility, including hiring opportunities, please contact lettings@mountsbayacademy.org 
 
Simeon Royle, Principal Mounts Bay Academy: 
 
“Mounts Bay Academy would like to thank everyone who supported and contributed to this successful 
application. We now look forward to the next phase of the project and sharing further updates as we 
move towards delivery in 2026. This development will provide significant benefits to the wider community, 
and we are especially excited to see more children and local residents engaging in sport and active, 
healthy lifestyles.” 
 
Robert Sullivan, Chief Executive of the Football Foundation: 
 
“The Football Foundation is working closely with our partners – the Premier League, The FA and 
Government – to transform the quality of grassroots facilities in England by delivering projects like this 
across the country. 
 
“Good quality playing facilities have a transformative impact on physical and mental health and play an 
important role in bringing people together and strengthening local communities. 
 
“This grant award to Mounts Bay Academy towards developing a new 3G pitch and upgrading their 
existing facilities is fantastic news for the local community and will help give more people access to a 
great place to play.” 
 
About the Football Foundation 
 
The Football Foundation is the Premier League, The FA and Government’s charity that delivers 
outstanding grassroots facilities, more and better places to play, transforming lives and communities 
where it is needed most. 
 
The Foundation’s goal is to unlock the power of pitches ensuring everyone has a great place to play 
regardless of gender, race, disability or place. 
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Since its creation in 2000, the Foundation has invested more than £1 billion to improve grassroots facilities 
across the country – including 1,100 3G football turf pitches, 12,000 grass pitches and 1,400 changing 
rooms. This has attracted an additional £1.3 billion of partnership funding – totalling over £2 billion 
investment in grassroots football so far. 

In partnership with local authorities, County FAs and other community stakeholders, the Foundation has 
created Local Football Facility Plans for every local authority in England. These Plans act as a blueprint for 
providing the grassroots football facility improvements that each community needs and deserves across 
the country. 

Visit footballfoundation.org.uk for more information on the Foundation and view the Plan for your local 
area.
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